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Part 1: News Analysis 
 
President Berdymukhamedov’s “multi-vector” diplomacy was particularly on display this week as he moved 
swiftly to defuse tensions with Ukraine over several recent incidents, kept the door open to Iran despite a gas 
price dispute, and resumed cooperation with Uzbekistan. Most significantly, the president sent a Turkmen 
delegation to Baku for long-awaited talks on demarcation of the Caspian Sea, the success of which would 
remove a major obstacle to construction of the Trans-Caspian gas pipeline. 
 
Last week, Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko spoke strongly in favor of the White Stream pipeline 
to bypass Russia via the Caspian and Black Seas, a proposal sharply rebutted as presumptuous by 
Turkmenistan’s Foreign Ministry. But a cordial phone conversation between Berdymukhamedov and 
Ukrainian President Victor Yushchenko indicated that the flap would not affect long-term relations. President 
Yushchenko also immediately dispatched Serhiy Taruta of the Industrial Union of Donbass to resolve another 
major aggravation with Turkmenistan: two stalled construction projects contracted to Ukrainian firms, now 
slated to go forward. 
 
Even with Iran, where a dispute over gas pricing continues, a cultural exchange week proceeded in 
Ashgabat. A joint Turkmen-Uzbekistani cooperation commission also resumed this week. 
 
In addition to successfully negotiating an increase in the price Russia pays for gas, the demarcation of the 
energy-rich Caspian sea bed would be a crowning achievement of Berdymukhamedov's tenure. The 250-mile 
stretch from Turkmenistan’s Caspian sea resort of Turkmenbashi to Baku, capital of Azerbaijan, has great 
potential as a fossil-fuel export route. The EU and U.S. have eagerly encouraged Turkmenistan's moves in 
this direction, and Berdymukhamedov appears to have laid substantial groundwork for a deal in previous 
meetings with Azerbaijani officials. But Russia will want to retain its near-monopoly on energy exports from 
Turkmenistan, and may pressure any countries involved in other projects. As Bruce Pannier of Radio 
Liberty/Radio Free Europe has noted, Russia and the other Caspian littoral states had a pledge to notify each 
other before proceeding with any major plans for gas pipelines, but the promise was vague and the means of 
consent not determined. 
 
At home, President Berdymukhamedov sought to advance an ambitious program to increase the living 
standards of Turkmenistan’s rural areas, where poverty levels are high. Investment of nearly US $890 million   
has been allocated for the national program, mainly for building schools, clinics, grain complexes, and roads. 
The old Ministry of Economics and Finance was divided into two separate ministries, one devoted to 
development. Turkmenistan is also consulting with the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, which 
sent delegations to Ashgabat this week. The president again promised the broadcast media more modern 
equipment, but slammed it for failing to reflect the pace of reforms vigorously enough. He also chided the 
chief meteorologist for failing to predict the worst cold spell in 40 years, weather that no one in the region 
expected. 
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1.     INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
a.  Talks Between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan on Caspian Sea Demarcation 
 
Original title:  Caspian:  Baku-Ashgabat Thaw Could Have Energy Impact 
Source:  Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe/02/06/08. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036. Excerpt prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/02/c11e4a53-72dd-4c47-8d57-fc8e39506c85.html 
 
Excerpt:  [Passages omitted: how Western plans to diversify energy sources by encouraging trans-Caspian 
export may be helped by potential thaw in relations between Caspian littoral states Turkmenistan and 
Azerbaijan.] 
 
With encouragement from the energy-hungry European Union and the United States, envoys from Azerbaijan 
and Turkmenistan have now kicked off five days of meetings in Baku to follow up on successful energy and 
diplomatic talks they held in mid-January. The talks this week are expected to focus in particular on their 
Caspian maritime border – an issue that, if resolved, would remove a key obstacle to implementing any trans-
Caspian pipeline project. 
 
An EU delegation, meanwhile, was also in Baku this week. "One of the essential items of our agenda 
certainly is also energy security," Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel, whose country holds the rotating 
EU Presidency, said in the Azerbaijani capital on February 4. "We are encouraging relations, contacts, and 
agreements not just between the EU and Azerbaijan but also between Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan." Rupel 
added that Turkmenistan is key to any new pipeline project. 
 
Accompanying him was EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner, who emphasized the 
participation of other Central Asian states in the project: "We have a memorandum of understanding already 
with...Azerbaijan, we have one with Kazakhstan, we are going to Turkmenistan together also as a troika. So 
things are moving and they are certainly moving in the right direction, but of course it will have to be decided 
at the right moment in which way this is being done in detail." 
 
[Passages omitted: on change of Turkmenistan's leadership and President Berdymukhamedov's "multi-
vector" foreign policy.] 
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[Passage omitted: on President Berdymukhamedov's fresh overture to Azerbaijan, with commentary from 
Nurmuhammet Hanamov, a former Turkmen ambassador to Turkey and exiled opposition figure.] 
 
"Since he has come to power, Berdymukhamedov has strived to make relations with neighboring countries 
closer than before," Hanamov says. "For example, recently the most disputed issue between Turkmenistan 
and Azerbaijan – the Caspian deposits issue – has been discussed. It is a positive development. Through 
dialogue all issues can be solved, so we hope that the solution of disputable issues with Azerbaijan will lead 
to the realization of the trans-Caspian pipeline project." 
 
Nazar Suyunov, a former Turkmen oil and gas minister who now lives in exile, agrees that the new 
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan brings new possibilities and hopes for the people of both 
countries as well as energy consumers in Europe. "For Turkmenistan, from an economic point of view and 
from a political point of view, this [oil and natural-gas pipeline] is advantageous," Suyunov says. 
 
[Passages omitted: on strained relations between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan after 1991 and shelving of 
pipeline plans.] 
 
Turkmenistan lies directly across the Caspian from Azerbaijan – just 250 kilometers from Turkmenbashi City 
to the Azerbaijani capital, Baku – and represents one of the shortest routes for the numerous proposed trans-
Caspian oil or natural-gas pipelines. 
 
 
Azerbaijan is already part of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, one that oil-rich Kazakhstan – which is on 
the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea – has already expressed great interest in joining. Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan, which share a border, are already working with Russia on a natural-gas pipeline along the 
northeastern shore of the Caspian. Yet another gas pipeline project to China originates in Turkmenistan and 
transits Kazakhstan. 
 
Kazakh gas and oil could just as easily travel through Turkmenistan and then across the Caspian toward 
Europe and at the same time avoid going through Russia or Iran. 
 
Deputy Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Khalaf Khalafov, who participated in January 17 talks in Ashgabat, tells 
RFE/RL's Azerbaijani Service that cooperation with Turkmenistan is important, as is a diversification of 
reliable energy export routes. Khalafov says Baku is ready to participate in more energy-export projects: "But 
our position is that every state which has the intention or is interested in exporting its oil and gas to world 
markets should launch that initiative by itself. If there is such an initiative, other countries can join those 
projects. In this case, Azerbaijan can play its role in such projects." 
 
[Passage omitted: how energy exports have improved Azerbaijan's relations with the EU.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on role of the United States and trip of new energy envoy Steven Mann to Turkmenistan.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on negative attitude of Iran to the US presence in the Caspian.] 
 
One sign of how far and how easily the new Turkmen-Azerbaijani relationship can proceed with any joint 
plans will come this September, when Baku is expected to hold the third Caspian Sea state summit. When 
the leaders of Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and Turkmenistan met in Tehran in October, they 
agreed that one or more parties would undertake no large projects without consulting all of the other littoral 
states. But analysts call that pledge vague. Just how vague could be determined by whether Baku and 
Ashgabat finally move forward with their own trans-Caspian plans. 
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b.  President Berdymukhamedov Speaks With Ukrainian President Yushchenko 
 
Original title:  A Telephone Conversation Between the Leaders of Turkmenistan and Ukraine 
Source:  Official Turkmen Government website/Turkmenistan State News Agency(TDH)/02/02/08 
Electronic version: http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080202a 
 
President Berdymukhamedov had a telephone conversation with President Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine. 
The leaders discussed progress and prospects for bilateral cooperation and important issues of mutual 
interest. 
 
The two parties affirmed a stable level of partnership developed on the principles of equality and mutual 
benefit.  
 
The two leaders exchanged wishes for good health and success and addressed wishes of peace and well-
being to the peoples of Turkmenistan and Ukraine.   
 
 
c.  Turkmen President Receives Head of Industrial Union of Donbass 
 
Original title:  President of Turkmenistan Receives Head of Corporation Industrial Union of Donbass 
Source:  Official Turkmen Government website/Turkmenistan State News Agency (TDH)/02/04/08. Excerpt and translation prepared by 
OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/?idr=1&id=080204a 
 
Excerpt:  On February 4, President Berdymukhamedov received Serhiy Taruta, chairman of the board of 
directors of the corporation Industrial Union of Donbass. 
 
[Passage omitted: on greetings from Ukrainian President Yushchenko.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on past friendly relations between Ukraine and Turkmenistan.] 
 
As is well known, the Ukrainian partners are carrying out a number of projects in Turkmenistan, including 
construction of a combined rail and motor vehicle bridge across the Amu Darya River. Exactly a month ago, 
during a working trip to Lebap, the Turkmen president visited the construction site and met with Ukrainian 
specialists. The chief of state addressed a number of specific complaints to the partners regarding serious 
delays in the work and the real threat of missing the deadline for opening the bridge. The president 
demanded that the situation be completely resolved within a month, and also made a similar demand 
regarding another major construction project involving Ukrainian companies, a tunnel in Ashgabat.  
 
As a result of the timely trip by the head of Turkmenistan, work on the construction of the bridge was 
renewed. The visit by Serhiy Taruta, head of the largest Ukrainian corporation, the Industrial Union of 
Donbass, who came to Ashgabat with a specific assignment from Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko, 
was also intended to activate the project. 
 
Taruta reported on steps made by the Ukrainian side, and expressed readiness to place the resources of his 
company to serve the interests of Turkmen-Ukrainian cooperation. He also outlined specific proposals to 
involve the Industrial Union of Donbass in resolving issues related to the projects and moving forward the 
construction of the bridge and tunnel. 
 
President Berdymukhamedov approved the proposals in full, and affirmed the significance of these major 
projects, in particular the role of the bridge across the Amu Darya, in the future socio-economic development 
of Turkmenistan. 
 
[Passage omitted: on formation of working group and material support for projects.] 
 
The topic of renewing air travel between the capitals of the two countries was also discussed. 
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d.  Turkmen Leader Meets with Asian Development Bank Delegation 
 
Original title:  Talks with the Asian Development Bank 
Source:  Official Turkmen Government website/Turkmenistan State News Agency/02/04/08.  
Electronic version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080204e 
 
The Asian Development Bank sent a delegation led by Juan Miranda, Director General of the Central and 
West Asia Department, to Ashgabat to hold talks. 
 
The delegation was received by the government of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and held 
meetings at the Central Bank, the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the Ministry of Agriculture, the State 
Committee for Statistics and the Institute of Strategic Planning and Economic Development of Turkmenistan. 
 
A broad range of issues related to further development of traditional cooperation and, in particular 
implementation of the national program on improvement of social and living conditions in rural areas and 
small towns initiated by President Berdymukhamedov were discussed. The talks focused on mechanisms for 
providing technical assistance and consultations. 
 
 
e.   World Bank Delegation Visits Turkmenistan 
 
Source:   Official Turkmen Government website/Turkmenistan State News Agency/02/04/08.  Excerpt prepared by OSI Turkmenistan 
Project. 
Electronic  version:   http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080204f 
 
Excerpt:  A delegation led by World Bank Regional Vice President Shigeo Katsu visited Turkmenistan. The 
delegation included Annette Dixon, Director of Regional Operations, Europe and Central Asia Region; Gorton 
de Mond, Regional Representative of the International Financial Corporation; Mehrnaz Teymourian, World 
Bank Programme Coordinator in Central Asia; and a group of the World Bank experts. 
 
The visit was aimed at discussing a cooperation strategy in the context of the social and economic reforms 
implemented throughout Turkmenistan and the plans of the government of Turkmenistan to improve living 
conditions in rural areas. 
 
The World Bank delegation held a meeting with representatives of Turkmen government national ministries 
and departments. The meeting was organized with the assistance of the Central Bank of Turkmenistan and 
brought together over 70 participants, who discussed priorities for further development of the fruitful 
cooperation established over a number of years, and specified plans for joint activities. The participants 
exchanged views on the aims and nature of the reforms initiated in all sectors of the Turkmen economy. The 
guests made presentations on the World Bank’s activities in countries with transition economies and in the 
sphere of social development. 
 
The participants considered improvement of the healthcare and education infrastructure, institutional reforms, 
cooperation in the fuel and energy sector, the spheres of trade, transport and communications, agriculture, 
and environmental protection as possible fields for further cooperation. 
 
[Passage omitted: on further discussion of these topics in other meetings with government bodies.] 
 
 
f. Turkmen-Uzbek Commission Meets to Discuss Energy, Trade Cooperation 
 
Original title:  Turkmen-Uzbek Commission Meetings Results in Signing Bilateral Protocol 
Source:  turkmenistan.ru/02/04/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project.  
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12132&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  The third meeting of the Turkmen-Uzbek joint commission for trade, economic, scientific, technical 
and cultural cooperation signed a joint cooperation statement during its meeting in Ashgabat January 31-
February 2, turkmenistan.ru reported. Uzbekistan sent a delegation headed by Eler Ganiyev, Minister of 
Foreign Economic Relations, Investments, and Trade. He is co-chair of the commission along with Turkmen 
Minister of Foreign Economic Relations Nazarguly Ataguliyev, who also presided at the session. 
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During the talks, the commission agreed to review legislation governing relations between the countries. The 
two sides expressed readiness to expand partnerships in fuel and energy, agriculture and water 
management, education, tourism, transport, and telecommunications. Trade between Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan increased by 67 percent in 2007. The next meeting will be in Tashkent in 2009. 
 
 
g.  Iran Concedes Technical Problems Causing Delay in Turkmen Gas Delivery 
Original title:  Iran Confirms That Turkmen Gas Cut is Technical Fault 
Source:  gasanoil.com/presstv.ir/02/04/08/01/15/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Program. 
Full version: http://www.gasandoil.com/goc/news/nte80683.htm 
 
Synopsis:  Iran has confirmed Turkmenistan's claim that a reduction in gas flow in recent weeks is due to 
technical issues, gasandoil.com reported, citing presstv.ir. "We have already announced that Iranian experts 
are ready to help repair the 200-km gas export pipeline if needed," Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Ali 
Hosseini was quoted as saying. Turkmenistan has explained that its suspension of gas delivery to Iran is due 
both to technical problems as well as Iran's failure to pay for previous shipments, thereby delaying repairs. 
Hosseini said Iran has regularly paid for gas imports except for a short period, and is expecting to make 
payment once paperwork is reviewed. 
   
 
h.  Week of Iranian Culture in Turkmenistan 
Original title:  Iranian Art Exhibition Opens in Ashgabat 
Source:  turkmenistan.ru/02/05/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Electronic version: http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12140&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  An exhibition of the arts and crafts of Iran opened in the Exhibition Hall of the State Arts Academy 
of Turkmenistan in Ashgabat February 4, turkmenistan.ru reported. The exhibit, part of a week of Iranian 
Culture, is timed to the 30th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, and was organized by the Iranian 
Embassy in Ashgabat and the Turkmen Ministry of Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting. Iranian films 
were also shown in Mary and Dashoguz. 
 
 
i.  Turkmenistan Joins International Convention Against Nuclear Terrorism 
Original title:  In the Mejlis of Turkmenistan 
Source:  Official Turkmen Government website/Turkmenistan State News Agency (TDH)/02/05/08.  
Electronic version: http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/?idr=1&id=080205a 
 
In accordance with Article 14 of the law On the Procedure for Conclusion, Implementation, and 
Denouncement of International Treaties by Turkmenistan, the Mejlis of Turkmenistan passed a resolution on 
adherence to the International Convention to Combat Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, passed by resolution of the 
UN General Assembly on April 13, 2005 in New York.   
 
 
 
2.     DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS 
 
a.  Turkmen President Launches National Program to Improve Social and Living 
Conditions in Towns and Villages 
 
Original title:  President of Turkmenistan Chairs an Expanded Meeting to Discuss the Issues of Improvement of the Social  
and Living Conditions in the Regions 
Source: Official Turkmen Government Website/02/04/08. Excerpt prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Program 
Full version:     http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=4&id=080204a 
 
Excerpt:  President Berdymukhamedov chaired an expanded cabinet meeting to discuss issues regarding 
implementation of the large-scale program to improve the quality of life by creating decent social and living 
conditions for people. High-ranking officials of the national ministries and departments as well as velayat and  
etrap khyakims took part in the meeting.  
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[Passage omitted: on need for national program to improve living standards and long-term loans for home 
buying and construction.] 
 
The president said that newly-constructed facilities would create thousands of new jobs. All those measures 
conformed to the main ideological principle of the new era: “the state for the people,” President 
Berdymukhamedov noted. He noted that Turkmenistan’s social development policy had drawn a wide 
response worldwide and had been supported by the United Nations. 
 
President Berdymukhamedov said that some people in our society had not realized the significance of the 
reforms implemented in the country. In this regard, the president had made critical remarks to the national  
mass media, which were unable to convey the significance of the changes taking place in Turkmenistan to 
the public. High-ranking officials of some national ministries, sectoral departments, and self-government 
bodies had not initiated any activity to implement the rural development program since its adoption, the 
Turkmen leader said.  
 
H. Geldimuradov, Minister of Economy and Finance reported on the results of national development in 
January 2008. The minister reported that the rates of output growth made up 120.1 percent, or 12.1 trillion  
manats. The rate of output growth in industry was 124.5 percent; agriculture – 111.1 percent; construction  
industry – 117 percent; and service industries – 115.2 percent. Reporting on the final results of national 
development in 2007, H. Geldimuradov noted that the GDP growth rates made up 111.6 percent in 
comparable prices as compared to 2006. Electric power production increased by 9 percent; oil production – 
3.9 percent; production of oil products – 5.8 percent; diesel fuel production – 14 percent; cement  
production – 5 percent; ginned cotton production – 13.9 percent. In 2007, the foreign trade turnover made  
up US $1.3 billion, or increased by 33.6 percent as compared to 2006. The volume of exports exceeded the 
volume of imports. The capital investments to the sum of 23 trillion manats ($3.7 billion dollars) were spent, or 
increased by 13.1 percent.  
 
[Passage omitted: on sum of capital investments in the national program of 5,559.2 billion manats (US $890 
million) and inter-sector meetings to plan the work.] 
 
[Passage omitted:  on report of S. Durdiliev, Minister of Construction and Construction Materials Industry on 
the construction of 365,000 square meters of housing in rural areas in 2008.] 
 
G. Annaveliev, Minister of Energy and Industry, reported that 11,184.7 billion manats (US $1.8 billion) were 
invested in construction of power transmission lines and power supply facilities and reconstruction of the 
exiting facilities. The program provided for spending 1,035.4 billion manats  (US $166 million) for these 
purposes in 2008.  
 
Chairman of the Turkmenavtoyollary State Concern A. Saribaev reported that 1,841 kilometers of motorways 
would be improved, reconstructed and constructed at the request of the velayat khyakimliks in 2008. The 
program provided for improving the territories adjacent to the highways including planting the green zones, 
lighting, laying footways, constructing bus stops, etc.  
 
Ya. Kakaev, Chairman of the Turkmengaz State Concern, reported that 12,806.2 kilometers of gas pipelines 
would be built in accordance with the National Program and over 3 trillion manats would be spent for these 
purposes including construction of the relevant infrastructure. The program to improve gas supply in rural 
areas provided for building 9,337.5 kilometers of gas pipelines within the first three years. Kakaev reported 
that pipes of different sizes had been purchased for 39.6 million manats, and the first consignment of pipes 
had been delivered. 
 
R. Khojagurbnaov, Minister of Communications, reported on the implementation of the program to meet the 
increased domestic demand for high-quality communications and broadcasting services in 2008. The minister 
reported that 299.9 billion manats (US $48 million) had been allocated for these purposes in 2008, including 
146.7 billion manats (US $23 million) for development of the communications and broadcasting systems in 
the etraps and rural areas. 
 
[Passage omitted: on construction of 124 modern communication facilities, fiber-optic lines, and 18 
transmission stations for Ovaz radio for desert and mountainous regions.] 
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[Passage omitted: on severe frost damage, efforts to keep livestock safe, procurement of organic fertilizers 
and clean irrigation networks.]  
 
[Passage omitted: on construction of grain elevators and flour mills.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on removal of ice blockages in Amu Darya River and mitigation of flood risk.] 
 
Commenting on the reports, the Turkmen leader criticized the work of high-ranking officials who had failed to 
ensure the start of the program. The Turkmen leader said that he had the impression that the local authorities 
had no clear idea of the construction projects to be launched in their regions. President Berdymukhamedov 
said that last year, none of the high-ranking officials had requested construction of a school or hospital in the 
region.  
 
The president emphasized that the ministries, sectoral departments, and velayat khyakims were directly 
responsible for successful implementation of the program. The president urged that the commissions 
established under supervision of the local authorities in each region should start the program immediately. 
Setting specific tasks to launch the construction projects in the regions, the Turkmen leader said that foreign 
firms and companies could be involved in implementing the projects on a competitive basis in terms of 
employing local specialists. 
 
Focusing on the need to expand the capacities of the construction industry, the president assigned specific 
tasks to the relevant high-ranking officials. In particular, the president instructed builders to accelerate 
projects on construction of cement works, digging of sandpits, reconstruction of house-building plants and 
road-building departments in the regions, and purchase of machines and equipment. In this regard, the 
president instructed Vice Premiers H. Saparliev and N. Shaguliev to study the opportunities for opening 
specialized secondary schools to train highly-qualified builders. 
 
[Passage omitted: on reorganization of ministries.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on ministries' responsibility for establishing relations with foreign countries on joint 
projects.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on population increases and giving some settlements the status of towns.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on water supply, drainage, providing equipment to schools, and introducing interactive 
teaching methods.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on resolution and documents in support of the national program.] 
 
 
b. Turkmenistan Reorganizes Ministry of Economics and Finance 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan Sets Up Ministry of Economics and Development. 
Source: Official Turkmen Government Website/01/28/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12123&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  At a meeting of the government on February 3, President Berdymukhamedov signed a resolution 
splitting the Ministry of Economics and Finance into two new bodies, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry 
of Economics and Development, turkmenistan.ru reported. The president said the reorganization was made 
due to the "need to adopt fundamentally new approaches to forming the financial-economic strategy of 
Turkmenistan," turkmenistan.ru quoted him as saying. As Turkmenistan grows stronger economically, there is 
a greater need to plan development in new villages and settlements, the president added. 
 
The president said the new Ministry of Economics and Development would be drafting social and economic 
development programs and planning short- and long-term construction programs in regions, towns and 
villages. It would also be coordinating the activities of two intergovernmental commissions on economic 
cooperation with foreign countries. 
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c. Turkmen Leader Chides Weather Official 
 
Source: Reuters/dailytimes.com.pk/02/06/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008\02\06\story_6-2-2008_pg4_19 
 
Synopsis:  President Berdymukhamedov berated his top meteorology official for failing to predict the coldest 
winter in 40 years, Reuters reported, citing local state media. On February 4, the president blamed 
Gakamyrat Yazyyev, chief weather forecaster, for poor oversight of forecasts. Yazyyev had told a 
government meeting in January that he expected the cold spell to ease by the end of the month. But the 
Central Asian region remains gripped by frigid temperatures. Earlier, the Turkmen leader had scolded his 
energy minister for power and heating outages, Reuters reported. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations have been prepared by OSI’s Turkmenistan Project. 
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